cate above, much exceeding tlie inHorescence. Peduncles 
5 mm. long, fasciculate, in the axil of the leaf, subtended 
by closely appressed sheaths. Flowers opening in succes¬ 
sion, only one present at a time. Lateral sepals spreading, 
bn mm. long, 2 mm. wide, oblong-lanceolate, acute or 


subacute, 8-nerved. Dorsal sepal similar. Petals 4 mm 
long, 1..) mm. wide, oblong-lanceolate, subacute. 


o 
• > 


nerved. Labellum .4 mm. long, 8-lobed; lateral lobes 1.5 

ii 

mm. long, .5 mm. wide, erect and porrect, falcate, sub¬ 
acute or obtuse: middle lobe 2 mm. long, 2 mm. wide, 
quadrate-oblong, tridentate at the apex with the lateral 
teeth rounded and the middle one acute; disc bicarinate 
at base. Column produced at base forming a distinct foot, 
about 1.5 mm. long, 

r» 

Kkim hut of Hondfras, Department of Cortez, K1 Jaral, Lake 
Yojoa. l\piphyte in dense tropical forest, *2,000 feet altitude. Sepals, 


petals and lip lemon yellow: column white. October *20, 10.*F2. ./. li. 
lulw/mls 'i04* (Tvi'K in Herb. Ames No. ,S00-LS). 

I lu str ation : Plant drawn natural size from dried specimens. 
Flower much enlarged (at right). Labellum much enlarged (at left). 
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Thkkk si’Kc iks of Lepanthes are now known to be 
natives of the Kepublic of Honduras; />. Innuhtrcnsis 
Ames, published in 1981, L. turia/vac Heicbb.f.. recently 

collected bv .1. 11. F.dwards: and /.. Hdicardsii, which 

% 

is described below 

Lepanthes hondurensis Ames in Proc. lliol. Soc. 

W ash. 44 (1981) 48. 'This species is related to />. appen- 
diculala Ames, a (Guatemalan plant, but is larger with 


differences in the structure of the labellum. The flowers 


are extremely attractive, suggesting tin v butterflies with 


orange wings bordered with mauve, spread out on the 
vellovv background formed bv the senals. The accom¬ 


panying plate was prepared from the type. 

Kkim’hi.k of Honduras, Department of Atlantida, Laneetilla \ al¬ 
ley, near Tela. March 1 I, 19^#. Ames II. 171, II. 170: Department 

of ( omavajrua, lMto Solo, Dake Yojoa. Kpiphyte in dense forest, at 
<J,0()0 ft. altitude. August 19JK2. ,/. H. luhcards 90, 9.1 and 

Illustration: Plant about tour fifths natural size. I, inflorescence 
much enlarged. '2, labellum. H, column (posterior \iew). t, pollinia. 

Lepanthes turialvae Keicbb.f. Reitr. Orch. 
C’entr. Amer. (18<>(>) 57. 

K Kuril Lie of Honduras, Department of ( omayaufua, Si*;uatepec|ue. 
Kpiphyte in open mountain forest, at .‘>,700 feet altitude. Sepals pink, 
petals and labellum red. September ^(i, 19,‘bJ. ,/. /{. Edicnrds ;AaV : K1 
Achote. Kpiphyte in dense forest, at d,900 feet altitude. Sepals 1 iof1 1 1 
pink, petals and lip rose. September I9.‘W. ,/. //. Edicnrds <100. 

Lepanthes Edwardsii Jmcssp. mn\ ( aides se- 

cundarii vaginis laxis, hispid is. tubularibus omnino in- 
clusi, asccndentes, monopb vlli. caespitosi. Folia elliptical 
apice inconspieue tridenticulata, marginata, in petiolum 
contractu. Intlorescentiae folium excedentes, racbis frac- 
tiHcxa. Sepala latentlia glabra, usque ad medium cohae- 
rentia, laminam ovatam bifidam formantia. Scpalum dor- 
sale lanceolatum, bene caudatum. Petal a carnosa, lan- 
ceolata vel sub-semihastata, glabra, basi rotundata, apice 
subacuta. Labellum trilobatum: lobi laterales tricjuetri. 

ani/ustecrescentiformes,acuti; lobus medius \ aldcabbr<‘- 


viatus, oblongus, acutus. (’olumna valde arcuata. 

Roots coarsely fibrous, whitish, smooth. Stems cues- 
pitose, monophvllous, .5-1.5 mm. long, slender, concealed 


by elongated tubular sheaths, erect or oblicpicly ascend¬ 
ing, rigid. Sheaths two to five, *2-r> mm. long, the basal one 
shortest, finely hispidulous on the prominent longitudi¬ 
nal nervc j s. dilated at the mouth, with tie margins 





























thickened and hispidulous. the uppermost one enclosing 
the petiole of the leaf and conspicuously dilated upward 
above the middle. Leaf elliptical, marinate, .>-1.1 mm. 
long. Hmni. wide, contracted at base into a short petiole, 
apex t ridenticwlate. Peduncles 1-1, equalling or exceed- 
the leaves. arising from the axils of the leaves, 7-12 mm. 
Ion if to the base of the first flower, slender, smooth, usu¬ 
ally with a single brad near the middle, bearing six to 
seven flowers in succession, only one of which isexpanded 
at a time. Floral bracts infundibuliform, hyaline, hispid¬ 
ulous. equalling the short rigid pedicels, b lowers con¬ 


spicuous, the tipsot tlu* lateral sepals directed upwards, 
1*1-1 t mm. long from the tip of thedorsal sepal to the tips 
of the lateral sepals, whitis i or yellowish with purple 
petals. 1 literal sepals smooth, united to about themiddle. 
forming a broadlv ovate bifid 1-nerved lamina (>..l nun. 


long, 1 mm. wide, free portion of each sepal triangular 
acute. Dorsal sepal smooth, <>..) mm. long. 2 mm. wide, 
lanceolate, caudate. Petals Heshv, smooth, lanceolate or 
semi-hastate, obtuseorsuhacute. mm. long, scarce! v 


1 mm. wide at the base, parallel, the inner margins ap¬ 
proximate above, close y appressed to the dorsal sepal. 
Labellum *‘>-lobed. with the lateral lobes fleshy, trique¬ 
trous. .‘1 nun. long, verv narrowlv crescentiform, doselv 


appressed to the column at base, parallel or with the tips 
strongly incurved, at the tip closely appressed to the 
lateral sepals: mid-lobe minute, oblong, acute, about five 
times shorter than the lateral lobes, concealed bv the 

ft 

column, ascending or abruptly indexed. Column I mm. 


long, strongly curved downward over the middle lobe of 
the lip. Anther deeply ret use at the apex. 

This is a charming little orchid with flowers longer 


than its leaves, with membranaceous light vellow or 


w hit ish sepals and deep purple fleshy petals which hang 




LEPANTHEAf 

















downward, closely applied to the dorsal sepal and at base 

extend very little beyond the column, their basal ends 

» * 

close to the base of the label I uni. It is closely allied to 

4 

iA’panlhcs Jolntsftnti Ames from which species it differs 
in the relatiye proportions between the petals and the se¬ 
pals. In Ij.Johnsonii the sepals are purple and twice long¬ 
er than in /Kdivardsii while in both species the petals 
and lahellum are nearly equal in length. From />. 'I'ltcrck- 
heimii Sehltr. and /,. guatcnmlensis Schltr. it differs con¬ 


spicuously in the structure of the petals and in being 
yegetatiyely a much smaller species. 

Kd wards no. 2<>1 differs from all the other specimens 
referred to Ij. Kdivardsii in the color of the sepals which, 
except for a yellowish tinge at base, are purplish rather 
than yellow. It seems highly probable that the flowers 
of this species yary in color as they pass from youth to 
maturity. 

It, cermae of Honofras, Department of (Jomaya^un, Pito Solo, 

Lake Yojoa. Kpiphvte in dense forest, at *2,000 feet altitude. August 

IOd v J. J. li. EihiCardx Dfi. ( \'x 'im-: in Herb. Ames No. !i!)0k)) : Minas 

deOro at Maleotal. Kpipliyte in mountain forest, at L fc J()() feet altitudi*. 

Jul\* a, 10,'LJ. ,/. li. Eihcanlx lU(i : San Luis at (ovoeutena. In dense 
► T • 

mountain forest, at L<>00 feet altitude. May ,/. li. I'tlicardx 

111 : Si*ruatepec|iie at K1 Aeliote. Kpiphyte in dense forest, at t S,000 
tet*t altitude. Flowers wine color, slightly lighter at base of petals. 
September *27, 100*2. ./. li. Edwards 1. 

I i.i.i si if ation : Plant natural si/e. I, flower much milar«(ed. k 2. 
labellum and column as seen from above. 0 , labellum freed from the 
column to reveal t he sharply upturned apex of the mid-lobe. I , petal, 
a, anther from the ventral side, ti, side v iew of the column and mid¬ 
lobe of lip, tin* lateral lobes forcibly spread apart. 


